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This research described the utilization of modality and hedging expressions by 
Rebecca Ahn to maintain language power in The Bling Ring movie. Modality and hedging 
are linguistics features which are useful and possibly be utilized when a person may desire 
to appear firmly aligned to an idea but wish for limiting how much it may be represented in 
terms of a firm promise and command. Furthermore, modality and hedging were proven as 
the factors to maintain language power since both modality and hedging can modify a 
message to appear just like what a speaker wanted. 
Qualitative approach is applied in order to describe the linguistic phenomenon 
holistically. The data is taken from The Bling Ring movie script to obtain the utterances of 
Rebecca Ahn as the language power holder, and the movie is watched to get the context of 
the utterance. The data analysis is done with the implementation of coding procedure in 
order to categorize and describe the findings. 
On the basis of the findings, it can be concluded that Rebecca Ahn maintains 
language power by utilizing epistemic modality in delivering the value of deduction and a 
story told; by deontic modality in giving order and promise, and in committing herself and 
or her friends to do certain action motivated by certain situation; by dynamic modality in 
showing her desire toward something, by propositional hedging in modifying spoken ideas; 
and by speech act hedging in modifying an order into a request to hide the force. Although 
it is mostly believed that power only can be possessed through social status or position, the 
utilization of certain linguistic features such as modality and hedging can support a power 
holder like Rebecca Ahn to control her friends to do particular intended action. Thus, 
Rebecca Ahn does more effort to utilize the power by demonstrating modality and hedging. 
It means power is possessed through effort.  Thus, power is noticed when the Rebecca 
Ahn’s friends perform an action which Rebecca Ahn expects them to do. 
Finally, the researcher suggests the next researcher to; find a character’s motives of 
language power utilization in order to gain deeper understanding, and; employ modal logic 
model proposed by Portner (2009) to get more exact analysis to avoid subjective bias. 
Meanwhile, The Faculty of Cultural Studies of Universitas Brawijaya can consider this 
topic to be taught in the Discourse Analysis class to give students the knowledge of applied 
discourse.  
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Penelitian ini mendeskripsikan penggunaan ekspresi modalitas dan hedging yang 
digunakan oleh Rebecca Ahn untuk mempertahankan kekuatan bahasa dalam film The 
Bling Ring. Modalitas dan hedging adalah fitur linguistik yang dapat digunakan ketika 
seseorang ingin terlihat sejalan dengan sebuah gagasan, tetapi ingin membatasi bagaimana 
hal tersebut terlihat. Lebih jauh, modalitas dan hedging dapat mempertahankan kekuatan 
bahasa sebab modalitas dan hedging dapat mengubah sebuah pesan agar terlihat seperti 
yang diinginkan seseorang. 
 Pendekatan kualitatif diterapkan untuk menggambarkan fenomena linguistik 
tersebut  secara menyeluruh. Data pada penelitian ini adalah ucapan dari Rebecca Ahn 
sebagai pemegang kekuatan bahasa yang diambil dari skrip film The Bling Ring, serta 
konteks yang didapat di dalam film tersebut. Analisis data dilakukan dengan prosedur 
koding untuk mengkategorisasikan serta mendeskripsikan temuan. 
Berdasarkan temuan, Rebecca Ahn mempertahankan kekuatan bahasa dengan 
modalitas epistemik dalam menyampaikan kesimpulan dan bercerita; modalitas deontik 
dalam memberikan perintah, janji, serta dalam berkomitmen terhadap dirinya dan atau 
teman-temannya untuk melakukan tindakan yang termotivasi oleh situasi tertentu; 
modalitas dinamik dalam menunjukan keinginannya terhadap sesuatu; hedging proposisi 
dengan cara mengubah gagasan yang terucap; dan hedging tindak tutur dalam mengubah 
sebuah perintah menjadi permintaan untuk menyembunyikan paksaan. Walaupun kekuatan 
dipercaya hanya dapat dimiliki melalui status sosial dan jabatan, penggunaan modalitas dan 
hedging dapat mendukung Rebecca Ahn untuk mengontrol teman-temannya agar 
melakukan tindakan tertentu. Maka, Rebecca Ahn berusaha lebih untuk menggunakan 
kekuatan dengan mendemonstrasikan modalitas dan hedging. Artinya, kekuatan diperoleh 
melalui usaha. Lalu, kekuatan terlihat ketika teman-teman Rebecca Ahn bertindak seperti 
yang Rebecca Ahn harapkan. 
Peneliti selanjutnya dapat mencari motif dari penggunaan kekuatan bahasa untuk 
mengapatkan pengertian mendalam, dan; menggunakan model logika modal oleh Portner 
(2009) untuk menghindari bias. Sementara itu, Fakultas Ilmu Budaya, Universitas 
Brawijaya dapat mempertimbangkan topik ini untuk diajarkan di kelas Discourse Analysis 
untuk memberikan pengetahuan tentang diskursus terapan.  
 REFERENCES 
 
(2006). The american heritage dictionary of english language, fourth edition. Boston, MA: 
Houghton Mifflin Company. 
(2007). Longman advanced american dictionary, new edition. Pearson. 
Blommaert, J. (2005). Discourse. NY: Cambridge University Press. 
Creswell, J.W. 1994. Research design qualitative & quantitative approaches. Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Sage. 
Fairclough, N. (1995). Critical discourse analysis: the critical study of language. NY: 
Addison Wesley Longman Inc. 
Fairclough, N. (2001). Language and power. Pearson Education Limited. 
Fraser, B. (2010). ‘Pragmatic competence: the case of hedging’ in Kaltenböck, G., 
Mihatsch, W., Schneider, S.’ (eds). New approaches to hedging. Emerald Group 
Publishing Limited. 
Gravetter, F.J., Forzano, L.B. (2009). Research Methods for the Behavioral Sciences, Third 
Edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 
Halliday, M.AK., Matthiessen, C. (2004). An introduction to functional grammar, third 
edition. Madison Avenue, NY: Oxford University Press Inc. 
Hale, A. (2011). The modalities of New r ‘mal’. Himalayan linguistics. Vol. 10 (1): 127–
150. ISSN 1544-7502. 
Krauss, R.M. (2002). The psychology of verbal communication. International encyclopedia 
of the social and behavioral sciences. US. 
Kress, G., Hodge, R. (1979). Language as ideology. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul. 
Machin, D., Mayr, A. (2012). How to do critical discourse analysis. London: Sage. 
Miles, M.B., Huberman, A.M. (1994). Qualitative data analysis. Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Sage. 
Palmer, F.R. (1988). Mood and modality. Avon: The Bath Press. 
Sparks, J. R. & Areni, C.S. (2008). Style versus substance: multiple roles of language 
power in persuasion. Journal of applied social psychology, 2008, 38, 1, pp. 37–60. 
Blackwell Publishing, Inc. 
 Seiler, W.J., Beall, M.L. (2008). Communication making connections, seventh edition. 
Pearson. 
Strauss, A., Corbin, J. (1990). Basics of qualitative research. Newbury Park: Sage. 
Strinati, D. (2004). An introduction to theories of popular culture. London: Routledge. 
Talbot, M., Atkison, K., Atkinson, D. (2003). Language and power in the modern world. 
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press. 
Winter, S., Gärdenfors, P. (1995). Linguistics modality as expressions of social power. 
Nordic journal of linguistics/Volume 18/Issue 02/December 1995, pp.137-165. 
Cambridge University Press. 
Yule, G. 2006. The study of language, third edition. NY: Cambridge University Press. 
 
